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[Summary]
“Media and fashion”
Koji NAMBA

Professor, Kwansei Gakuin University

Here I would like to look back on the golden age of fashion magazines from the 1980s to the 1990s,
with a focus on “Fashion” written by Georg Simmel, when trends in fashion and other fields were a

universal social phenomenon and served as the basis for the industrial structure in the modern age.

To revisit the 1990s, when there was a major shift from the era of “mass media” to the era of
“personal media,” let’s look at Kyoko Okazaki, a Japanese manga (graphic novel) artist who was
very active in the 1990s, and Hiroshi Fujiwara, a Japanese fashion designer and artist who was

extremely popular as a charismatic fashion leader among young people in the 1990s.

A close study of the manga written by Kyoko Okazaki shows that the powerful influences of mass
media she enjoyed during the period of the 1990s to the 1970s are reflected in her work. Hiroshi
Fujiwara, who received a lot of coverage as a charismatic fashion designer in fashion magazines
mainly for men, established himself as a trend setter by resisting mass products and vigorously
pursuing his interests without pandering to popular tastes. Inspired by magazine articles that gave
glimpses of his personal connections with other charismatic persons and his strong commitment to
creating and selecting things, many young people lined up to buy clothes and other items created by
Fujiwara and other fashion designers. This craze was clearly visible precisely because we were in a

period prior to the widespread use of the Internet.

In his publication titled “Fashion,” Simmel argues that fashion trends are always established by



individuals with high status and then trickle down and penetrate into those in lower-status (the
“trickle-down” theory). According to Grant McCracken, however, the term “trickle across” is more
appropriate than “trickle down” to describe today’s reality. He proposes a “chase and flight” pattern,
in which those in lower classes hunt for (imitate) status markers of the upper class, while the elite
class move on to a new style. In contrast to Simmel’s trickle-down theory, McCracken argues that

this is an upward movement, not a downward movement.

Wild enthusiasm for Hiroshi Fujiwara and other charismatic fashion leaders is part of consequences
brought about by the general consumers’ urge to “hunt.” Although it was editors who decided to
use these charismatic fashion leaders in fashion magazines, the decision on who is selected is made
considering readers’ intents. This process has created a complex structure in which readers hunt
products, imitating the way that the charismatic fashion leaders hunted by themselves are doing

their hunting.

In the present day, when personal use of interactive social media has spread at an accelerated rate,
the type of charisma is updated easily and rapidly by just a single-click process, for example, to
become a follower on SNS. Unlike in the golden age of fashion magazines, consumers no longer
admire or focus on a single person. Now people seek subjects that can be found easily using a
search engine, whenever necessary and depending on time and place. In any event, the scions of
young people’s “gods” and “charismatic leaders” in the golden age of fashion magazines are now
found within the window of a smartphone. Young people today prefer to browse around shops on

the Net, rather than going out into the town.
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